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z u m e r  i n  n y u - y o r k

hy thr prgdcuhdi v†y sh

dguugzgbg zungr-PrTdrTnbhmg

hgkgbg chgkhThguuT

Tṙbdgahey tuhl sgo uu̇ygrshei

cTrhfy uugdi thrg ygyhehhyi thi pgks

pui hHsha thi chr†chszaTi/ †bdgvuhci

v†y zh thr crhuu nhy T cTngreubd uugdi

zungr thi bhu-h†retui sgr

zungr-Pr†drTo:

≈s†x uugy żi T duygr

nak pui sgr gezhxygb. pui

sgr hHshagr aPrTl/ auhi

phr h†r żbgi Tuuge zhby

sgr ṁy uuh f'v†c zhl

cTyhhkhey thi sgr zungr-

Pr†drTow b†r sh vaPgv

phk thl chz thmy/ f'Trcgy

auhi Fngy 6 h†r thi

chr†chszaTbgr

PgsTd†dhai thbxyhyuy tuhpi

pTeukygy pui tuhxkgbshag aPrTfi

uuh T kgrgr pui hHsha/ hHsha kgrby

ngi s† uuh T muuhhyg aPrTl/ ċ nhr

żbgi pTrTi sṙ ekhhbg druPgx

)Truo 03 xyusgbyi(/ f†ya sh

ngrvhhy pui zhh żbgi bhy ehhi hHsiw

uu̇zi zhh Truhx Ti thbygrgx tui

srl-tr. pTr sgr hHshagr eukyur

tui aPrTlw uu†x v†ci T n†k

gezhxyhry thi chr†chszaTi/ hgsgr

y†d v†ci sh xyusgbyi thhi †sgr

muuhh kgemhgx pui rhhsaPrTlw

dgahfyg pui sgr hHshagr

khygrTyurw Tbyuuhekubd pui sgr

hHshagr aPrTl †sgr ngy†she pui

kgrbgi hHsha thi auk/ sh xyusgbyi

phri tuhl T uuhxbaTpykgfg Trcgy

tuhpi dgchy pui khbduuhxyhe/

drhhybshe sh kgemhgx bh. thl tuhx

sh nTygrhTki uu†x f'v†c cTeungi

suuet tuh; sgr zungr-

Pr†drTo/ f'egi z†di Tz sh

Tkg kgrgrx v†ci pTr

nhr crhhy dggpby sh

yuhgri thi sgr uugky pui

hHshagr eukyur/ 

f'chi tuhl T nhydkhs

pui sgr hHshagr evhkv

Iprhhs"w uu†x thz dg-

drhbsgy dguu†ri nhy sṙ

h†r murhe/ f'Trcgy

s†ryi uuh T e††r-

shbTy†r pui sgo hHshai p†kex-

tubhuugrxhygy/ sṙ n†k T uu†l

eungi zhl mubuh; ngbyai uu†x uuhki

zhl sgrn†bgi †sgr sgruuhxi pui

x'ḃ uugdi zhhgrg hHshag uu†rmkgi/

sgruh; v†y ngi dggpby T hHsha-

ekTx/ hgsgr zubyhe eungi gkygri

nhy sh ehbsgr )Truo 01 ngbyai( mu

vgri T uu†ry tuh; hHsha/ nhr

khhgbgiw zhbdgi tui anugxi tuh;

hHsha/ muo cTsuhgri żbgi T xl

hHsi auhi Tuuge †sgr dgay†rci/  

†py n†k phr thl ngy†shag

xgnhbTri pTr kgrgrx pui sgo

ay†yhai hHshai ehbsgr-d†ryiw pui

sgr zubyheauk tui pui sgr hHshagr

nkufhagr auk/ thl v†;w Tz sh Tkg

n˙bg Teyhuuhygyi vgkpi tuhp-

vTkyi hHsha uuh T kgcgsheg aPrTl/ 

t˙gr PuckheTmhg uugy nhr

tuhl vgkpi mu cTegbgi zhl nhy

Tbsgrg IhHshag" kgrgrx uu†x

Trcgyi thi pTrahhsgbg hHshag

thbxyhyumhgx/ T sTbe t˙l pTri

ngreuuhrshei Pr†hgey/ 

T chr†chszaTbgrhi T hHsha-kgrgreg
hgkgbT chgkhThguuT )Tkun' 69'(w crhuu pubgo 03xyi hubh 0002

INAUGURAL ISSUE
Alumni Updates. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 5, 8
Alumni Photos* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-8
Director’s Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Modicut Yiddish Puppet Theater . . . . 3
YIVO and Yiddish on the Internet . . . 3

Dr. Schaechter Looks Back. . . . . . . . . 4
Summer 1968 (Or Year One). . . . . 4, 6
Yiddish Activity at YIVO . . . . . . . . . 6-7
Friends of the Zumer-program . . . . . 8
*Courtesy of YIVO Archives unless otherwise noted

YIDDISH TEACHER
IN BIRO-BIDZHAN
From Helena Belyaeva’s (alum
’96) letter, June 30, 2000

F
or the past six years I have

worked as a Yiddish teacher

in the Department of

Foreign Languages at the Biro-

Bidzhan Pedagogical Institute. We

have about 30 students, and

although most are not Jewish they

have an interest in and respect for

the Yiddish culture and language

that once existed in Biro-Bidzhan.

The students take courses in

conversation, the history of

Yiddish literature, and pedagogical

methods. To prepare lectures I use

materials I received in the zumer-

program. All of my teachers helped

open the doors to the world of

Yiddish culture. I also work for the

Jewish community organization

“Freyd,” teaching Yiddish and

helping members of the

community explore their Jewish

roots. I hope that all my activities

will help maintain Yiddish as a

living language.
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zungrthibhu-h†re

WELCOME ALUMNI!
by Yankl Salant (alum ’85),
Director of Yiddish Language Programs

I
am proud to inaugurate Zumer in nyu-york:

Yiddish Summer Times, the first alumni

publication of the Uriel Weinreich Program in

Yiddish Language, Literature and Culture. Past

participants of the program, including students,

faculty and staff, will now have a network through

which to communicate and connect.  I hope it may

also help reacquaint “lost alumni” with the

vibrant intellectual life of YIVO. 

Readers can expect to see in this and coming

issues profiles of alumni and reports on their

projects, remarks by faculty, and announcements

of Yiddish-related publications and happenings at

YIVO. Send us your news. We would love to hear

from you. 

Heartfelt thanks are due to the Aaron and

Sonia Fishman Foundation for Yiddish Culture,

which provided the funds for this publication.

Simultaneously with the production of the

newsletter, we are compiling a database of the

information received over the last year from

alumni questionnaires. If you did not receive one,

see the box on page 6.

pui dguugzgbg cTyhhkheygw

cTrhfyi uugdi zhhgrg Pr†hgeyiw

cTngreubdgi pui sh kgrgrxw

ngksubdgi uugdi hHuu†-PuckheT-

mhgx tui -Teyhuuhygyi

nhy T a˙fu, mu hHsha/

ahey tubsz t˙grg

ḃgx/ nhr uuhki pui

t˙l vgri/

T vTrmhei sTbe sgr

Tvri tui x†bhg phanTi-

pubsTmhg pTr hHshagr

eukyurw uu†x v†y

dgayhmy sgo Pr†hgey

nhy sh †bvhhc-dgkygr/

thi sgr zgkchegr ṁy uu†x

nhr dhci Truhx sgo cukgyhi

aygki nhr mubuh; T sTyi-cTzg

nhy thbp†rnTmhgx cTeungbg pui

sh prgdcuhdbx thcgri h†r/ tuhc

thr v†y bhay cTeungi ehhi

prgdcuhdiw zgy sh thbxyruemhgx

thbgo egxyk tuh; żyk bungr 6/

hy ay†k. vhhc thl †i

zungr thi bhu-h†rew sgr

graygr cukgyhi pTr

dguuugzgbg cTyhhkheyg thi sgr

Pr†drTo thi hHshagr

aPrTlw khygrTyur tui

eukyur t"b turhtk

uu̇bṙl/ dguugzgbg

†byhhk-bgngrxw

Tṙbdgrgfby ≤knhshow

kgrgrx tui Tbsgrg

nhyTrcgygrxw uugki

thmy v†ci T nhi bg.

surl uugkfgr zhl mu

eunubhehri tui pTrchbsi/ thl

v†;w Tz xg uugy tuhl shbgi sh

uu†x v†ci zhl gPgx

pTrck†bszagyw uuh T nhyk

murhemueungi thbgo aPruskshei

thbygkgeyugki hHuu†-kgci/

thi sgo tui thi eungsheg

bungri egbgi zhl rhfyi sh

khhgbgrx tuhpi zgi thcgrckhei

n

ży cTdrhxy!
pui hTbek xTkTby )Tkun' 58'(w 

shrgey†r pui hHsha-aPrTl-Pr†drTngi  

Zumer-program
faculty, 1977:
from right,
Steven
Lowenstein,
David Roskies,
Irena Klepfisz,
Chava Lapin,
Mordkhe
Schaechter and
Yadja Zeltman.

zungr-Pr†drTo-kgrgrxw 7791: pui rgfyxw aknv kguugbayhhiw sus r†xegxw
threg ekgPphaw juv kTPhiw nrsfh agfygr tui hTshT zgkynTi/

Zumer-program faculty, 1970: from right, Mordkhe Schaechter, 
Marvin Herzog, Yadja Zeltman, David Gold and Shmuel Lapin.

zungr-Pr†drTo-
kgrgrxw 0791:
pui rgfyxw
nrsfh agfygrw
nhfk vgrm†dw
hTshT zgkynTiw
sus khhzgr d†ks
tui anutk
kTPhi/

PHOTOS COURTESY OF YADJA ZELTMAN
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T
he Modicut Yiddish

puppet theater was

created by artists Zuni

Maud and Yosl Cutler, both of

whom were connected with the

literary group, Di Yunge, whose

books and journals they

illustrated. Maud and Cutler met

in the early twenties in the

offices of the Yiddish satire

journal, Der groyser kundes,

where they were working as

cartoonists. In 1925 they were

hired by Maurice Schwartz to

create the scenery for his Art

Theater’s production of

Goldfaden’s Di Kishef-makherin.

Schwartz requested that the two

artists create puppets for a

particular scene, though

eliminated it prior to the

premiere. Maud and Cutler

brought their rejected puppets

back to their studio and remade

them into two Jewish

characters. This was the genesis

of their first puppet play, Der

magid, a religious satire. In a

short time, they wrote a number

of plays, including a modern

variation of a purim-shpil, a

parody of An-ski’s Der dibek and

others. In addition, they

performed works written for

their theater by Moyshe Nadir

and Avrom Reisen as well as

adaptations of works by Sholem

Aleichem.

Their first theater, on 12th

Street near Second Avenue in

New York, was initially housed

in an old children’s clothing

factory in which cutting tables

and some machinery were left

about for effect. Popular with

intellectuals and general

audiences alike, their nine shows

per week received critical

acclaim in the Yiddish press as a

unique experience in Jewish

theater. It was clear that they

were aware of the initial novelty

of their act and they offered

their audiences post-

performance lectures on the

history of puppet theater by

such critics as Dr. Aleksander

Mukdoyni and historian Yankev

Shatzky.

The performances were at

first mostly folkloric, anti-clerical

comedies but grew to become

more politically oriented, while

retaining a folksy and satiric

edge. The puppets were

grotesques and their sets tended

toward the surreal. The anti-boss,

anti-landlord themes of their

shows appealed to thousands of

disaffected workers on New

York’s Lower East Side and in

Jewish working communities

throughout the U.S.

After achieving significant

fame in the U.S., Modicut toured

Europe during the winter of

1929-30, performing shows in

Western and Eastern Europe,

where they were well received

critically and by audiences. Not

surprisingly, they were

enormously successful in Poland

and received much critical praise

from Yiddish intellectuals and

literary figures such as Nakhmen

Maisel and Meylekh Ravitch for

the 200 sold-out shows they

performed in Warsaw. The

following year, they toured the

Soviet Union and achieved

similar success with Soviet

audiences and critics.

Maud and Cutler

disbanded their partnership and

their theater in mid-1933. Cutler

was killed tragically in an auto

accident in 1935. Reports in the

Morgn-frayhayt estimated a

crowd of 15,000 at his funeral.

Maud continued creating and

performing Modicut on his own,

but never achieved the

popularity that he arrived at

with Cutler.
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A program cover for the Modicut
puppet theatre (1925-1926).

T Pr†drTo pTri nTrh†bgy-
ygTygr n†she†y )5291Ω6291(/

Yiddish on the Web  
Visit the YIVO Website:

www.yivoinstitute.org 

At the following website, you will find links to

many other sites with Yiddish content:

www.yiddishvoice.org

thbgo uu̇ygrshei uugcżyk egi ngi dgphbgi

pTrchbsubdgi nhy T xl Tbsgrg hHsha-rgxurxi:

dhhy thi hHuu†-uugcżyk:

hHsha tuhpi Iuugc"

King
Akhashveyresh
from Modicut’s
purim-shpil,
Akhashveyresh.

Tjauurua vnkl
pubgo Purho-aPhk
pui n†she†yw
Tjauurua/

MODICUT PUPPET THEATRE:                     
MODERNISM,SATIRE,AND YIDDISH CULTURE 
By Edward Portnoy (alum ’93), Ph.D. candidate in Modern Jewish Studies, JTSA

From right: Zuni Maud, Bessie Maud and Yosl Cutler
on tour of the USSR in 1932.

pui rgfyx: zubh n†usw cgxh n†us tui h†xk e†ykgr
tuh; T yur pui rTyi-pTrcTbsw 2391/

IMAGES THIS PAGE COURTESY
OF EDWARD PORTNOY



h tumru,w uu†x uu†kyi

dgegby thi TzT druhxgr

n†x cTṙfgri sh x†mhTkg

uuhxbaTpyi ċ hHsiw uuh tuhl ċ

k̇yi ≈ bhmy ngi uuhhbhe tuhx/

pTr uu†x? uu†ri zhh ≈ Phbexhow

Teyiw Pr†y†e†kiw crhuu-

zTnkubdgiw y†dchfgrw ṁyubdgi

tui zaurbTki ≈ zgbgi x'ruç tuh;

hHshaw uu†x ehhi xl p†ragrx

egbgi bhay/ Fsh s†x mu

pTrcgxgri v†y sgr hHuu†

pTryrTfy tui surfdgphry sh

Pr†drTo uu†x thz thmy tubygr

sgr cau≤pu,shegr †bphrubd

pubgo e†k†nchg-tubhuugrxhygy

tui sgo hHuu†"/ sgr tuhcbshegr

tuhxmud pui Ti Tryhek thi sh

hshgu, pui hHuu†)bun' 601w nTr.

8691( dhy thcgr sh xhcv pTr

uu†x ng v†y dgdrhbsgy sh

Pr†drTo pui hHshagr aPrTl t"b

turhtk uu̇bṙl )gray nhy sṙ

h†r aPgygr v†y ngi mudgdgci

muo yhyk sh uugrygr

IkhygrTyur tui eukyur"(/

sh Pr†drTow tubygri PTyr†-

bTy pui sgr TyrTi-pubsTmhgw thz

kf≤jhkv dguugi pTryrTfy pTr

pgryh†rkgrx pui nhykaukw zhh

z†ki s† †bvhhci sh hHsha-khnusho

tui zhl uu̇ygr kgrbgi thi

tubhuugrxhygy/ sgr graygr

shrgey†r thz dguugi s"r nhfk

vgrm†d/ sh Pr†drTo thz ċo

†bvhhc dguugi Ti Tfyuu†fhegr

gkgngbyTrgr eurxw bhay pTr

ergshy/ sh kgrgrx pui sh

thbsgrprHHeg ekTxi zgbgi dguugi

s"r nrsfh agfygr tui s"r hTbek

nTyhx†; ̀b†l nhy†d v†y ngi

muu"T dgkgrby hHsha dgzTbd tui

Trundgp†ri cTeuei sh ay†y

bhu-h†re/ s†x grayg h†r thz

dguugi nna T uuUbsgr!

h†r8691)†sgrsgrcrtah, pui zungr-Pr†drTo(
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I HAVE HAD 
THE PRIVILEGE
by Mordkhe Schaechter

I
have had the privilege of being an instructor in

the Uriel Weinreich Program since its inception

— in fact the only one to teach all these years

almost without interruption. Max Weinreich

recruited me for the program while it was still in its

planning stages. Naming the program after his

brilliant son who had died before his time seemed

to be the most beautiful way to immortalize him.

I recall a scene from the first siyem-hazman

(graduation ceremony). When one of the seven

1968 graduates, Timothy Hendel, a visually

impaired man who found out about

mame-loshn by listening to the

Yiddish transmissions of Radio

Bucharest, read his siyem speech

from Braille notes, Max Weinreich’s

eyes filled with tears.

My experiences in the program

have almost all been extremely

positive: good, enthusiastic

students; a warm atmosphere; a feeling that we are

not wasting time, but rather reaching for the very

highest level.

The Uriel Weinreich Program is not only

chronologically the first Yiddish summer program,

but also the most thorough and prestigious. And in

the coming years we expect it to continue to grow.

Here mame-loshn is taught as a spoken, living

language, not as a mere research tool. Among the

many accomplishments of the Uriel Weinreich

Program, this is perhaps the most significant of all.

pui nrsfh agfygr

v†c dgvTy sh zfhv mu żi T kgrgr thi

sgr zungr-Pr†drTo t"b turhtk uu̇bṙl

pubgo grayi y†d †i ≈ pTeyha sgr

thhbmhegr xyTchkgr kgrgr sh Tkg h†ri/

mudgmuhdi mu sgr Pr†drTo b†l thhsgr zh thz

tuhpdgeungi v†y nhl nTex uu̇bṙl/ gr v†y

thi thr sgrzgi sh agbxyg pTrthhcheubd pui żi

Tzuh prh TuugedgdTbdgbgo dgbhTki zuiw turhtk

uu̇bṙl/ 

x'dgsgbey zhl nhr T xmgbg pubgo grayi

xhuo-vzni )8691(/ uugi thhbgr pui sh zhci

Truhxk†zbhegxw yhn†yh vgbsgkw T xdh-bvurw

uu†x v†y zhl sgruuUxy uugdi nTng-kaui surl

vgri sh hHsha-yrTbxnhxhgx pui rTsh†

cueTrgayw v†y Tr†Pdgkhhgby żi xhuo-rgsg pui

cṙk-b†yhmiw v†ci zhl nTex uu̇bṙfx tuhdi

†bdgphky nhy yrgri/

Fngy †i Ti tuhxbgo v†c thl dgvTy d†r

P†zhyhuug thcgrkgcubdgi: duygw gbyuzhTxyhag

xyusgbyi ̀T uuTrgng Tyn†xpgr ̀T dgphkw Tz

nhr Pyri bhay ehhi ṁyw b†r PrUuui sgrdrhhfi

yTeg T nTexhnuo/ tui sgr bhuu† ≈ ctn, T

vuhfgr/

sh zungr-Pr†drTo thz bhay b†r fr†b†k†dha

sh graygw b†r tuhlw sTfy zhlw sh drubyhexygw sh

jauçxyg/ tui thi sh eungsheg h†ri rhfyi nhr

zhlw Tz zh uugy uuTexi uu̇ygr tui uu̇ygr/ x'thz

T Pr†drTow uuU ng kgrby nTng-kaui uuh T

dgrgsygw kgcgsheg aPrTlw bhay b†r uuh T p†ra-

nhyk/ muuhai sh Fkgrkhh tuhpyugi pui sgr turhtk

uu̇bṙl-Pr†drTo thz s†x tpar sgr drgxygr/

f'v†c dgvTy 
sh zfhv

f'

Is

Dr. Mordkhe
Schaechter
taught in the
zumer-program
almost without a
break from
1968 through
2000. In
summer 2001
he is on a well-
deserved
sabbatical. Here
he is in his
classroom in
1979.

s"r nrsfh
agfygr thz
dguugi T zungr-
Pr†drTo-kgrgr
Fngy †i Ti
tuhpvgr pui
8691chz 0002/
zungr 1002 bgny
gr bgny T Far
pTrshbyg
vpxev/ †y thz
gr thi żi
ekTxmhngr thi
h†r 9791/ 
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Refresh Your Yiddish!

URIEL WEINREICH PROGRAM 2001
June 25 - August 3. Contact Yankl Salant for information on

how to register: tel 212-294-6138 • fax 212-292-1892

ysalant@yivo.cjh.org

prhay †P t˙gr hHsha!

5

hurh uugsgbhTPhi )Tkun' 00'(

gi thl chi thi h†r 0891 dgcuhri dguu†ri v†y

zhl ehhbgr thi n˙i naPjv bhy dgrhfyw Tz

f'uugk zhl T n†k pTrbgngi nhy hHsha tui

p†ri mukhc sgo ehhi bhu-h†re/ n˙bg yTyg-nTng

v†ci ehhi hHsha bhy dgegby )gx thz thi n˙i naPjv

pTrk†ri dguu†ri nhy gykgfg suru, murhe(w tui

ehbsuu̇z v†c thl sh aPrTl cfkk bhay dgvgry/

f'v†c Tphku Fngy d†rbhay bhy dguuUxy uugdi hHshaw

b†r zhl T chxk dgkgrby ṡyaw tui uugi f'v†c s†x

grayg n†k dgvgry T hHsha khs v†c thl nmkhj

dguugi gPgx mu pTrayhhi/ f'chi hgn†ky dguugi Ti

grl muugk; h†r Tky tui T pṙbs pui n˙bg yTyg-

nTng thz dgeungi mu tubsz mu dTxy tui dgzubdgi

Iyuo cTkTk̇eg"/ f'dgsgbe dTb. duy Tz x'khs v†y

dgnTfy tuh; nhr T ayTrei tui yhpi ruao/

gx zgbgi pTrċ h†ri ̀f'v†c cTuuhzi zhl mu

kgrbgi thi T n†xeuugr vgfgrgr ygTygr-aukw

nTfi gykgfg uu̇yg bxhgu,w pTrbgngi zhl nhy b†l

pTrahsgbg zTfi/ thi 9991 chi thl Fngy mupgkhe

dgp†ri tuh; sgr eHguugr Pr†drTo pui uugkyrTy

pTr hHshagr eukyur/ sh aPrTl uu†x f'v†c s†ryi

dgvgry )pTeyha s†x grayg n†k thi n˙i kgci(

tui sh ngbyaiw nhy uugkfg f'v†c zhl s†ryi

cTegbyw v†ci tuh; nhr ayTre naPhg dguugi/

f'v†c zhl dgkgrby hHsha f†yacg b†r Fsh mu żi

chfuk, anugxi nhyi hHshai aṙcgr Tçrvo

eTrPhb†uuhyaw uugkfgr thz dguugi s†ry thhbgr pui

sh kgrgrx/ gr v†y nhr sgrmhhky uugdi żi

vhhnay†y uuhkbgw uugdi sgo durk pui sgr hHshagr

aPrTl tui khygrTyurw uugdi żi yTybx ygTygrw

uugdi uuhkbgr dbçho tui dTxi-nhhskgl/ f'v†c dgphkyw

Tz b†l Tkg n˙bg zufgbhai v†c thl dgpubgi gPgx

zhhgr uuhfyhex tui nnau,shex/

tundgegry zhl ehhi n†xeuugw v†c thl muzTngi

nhy n†yk pTrcgriw nhy uugkfi f'v†c zhl cTegby

tuh; sgr eHguugr Pr†drTow †rdTbhzhry thi

n†xeuugr vkk T xyusgbyhai hHsha-mgbygr/ cnal

pui T h†r v†y zhl thi tho mubuhpdgekhci T hubdg

jçrv tui thhi n†k T uu†l zgbgi phrdgeungi Tkgrkhh

Teyhuuhygyi pTrcubsi nhy hHsha/

sh zungr-Pr†drTo pui hHuu† tui e†k†nchg-

tubhuugrxhygyw tuh; uugkfgr f'chi dgp†ri thi h†r

0002w thz pTr nhr dguugi Ti tuhxgrdguuhhbykgfg

thcgrkgcubd/ f'uu†ky dgz†dyw Tz s†ryi v†y n˙i

hHsha †bdgvuhci mu †ygngi/ gx thz dguugi sh

thhbmheg aPrTl nhy uugkfgr thl tui n˙bg afbho

v†ci zhl cTbhmy cnal pui zgex uu†fi/ nhr v†ci

dganugxy uugdi Fkgrkhh zTfi: uugygr tui aṖzw

chfgr tui nuzhew drTnTyhe tui d†y/ sgr zungr thz

pTr nhr dguu†ri T ayhek hHsha-rgsbsheg vhho

uu†x f'v†c ehhi n†k bhay dgvTy thi ruxkTbs/

f'v†c cTeungi T dguuTksheg thbxPhrTmhg tui

nuy uu̇ygr †bmudhhi nhy n˙i thbygrgx mu sgr

uugky pui hHsha/

sgruu̇k uuhk thl zhl uu̇ygr kgrbgi sh hHshag

aPrTlw khygrTyur tui dgahfyg/ sgr n†xeuugr

xyusgbyhagr hHsha-mgbygr uugy v˙h†r tuhfgy

nnahl żi nhy żbg Teyhuuhygyi/ 

Born in 1980, I barely knew

anything about Yiddish until

I was twelve years old and a

friend of my parents came and

sang “Tum Balalayka”. This made

a great impression on me.

In 1999 I went to a Yiddish

seminar in Kiev. Abraham

Karpinowicz, a Yiddish writer

and one of the teachers there,

told me about his native Vilna,

about the fate of the Yiddish

language and literature, about

his father’s theater, about Vilna

actors, thieves and prostitutes.

I felt that after having searched

for so long, I found something

important and real.

YIVO’s Uriel Weinreich

Summer Program at Columbia in

which I participated in the year

2000 was an incredible

experience for me. My Yiddish

started breathing, it became full

of life, of my own experiences. It

was the only language that my

roommates and I used

throughout the whole six weeks.

The summer was for me a kind

of a Yiddish-speaking home,

something I had never had in

Russia.

In the meantime I am going

to continue studying the Yiddish

language and literature. The

Moscow Student Yiddish Center,

which I co-organized with Motl

Farber in 1999, will also be

continuing its weekly activities

this year.

A YOUNG MUSCOVITE SPEAKS
Yuri Vedeniapin (alum, ’00) 

T hubdgr n†xeuugr bgny T uu†ry thi hHsha

Siyem-hazman, 1977. xhuo-vzniw 7791/
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T
he last several years have been a “moving” experience at

YIVO. First, a literal move in January 1999 has brought

us to our modern, permanent site in the Center for

Jewish History on West 16th Street in New York City. We

continue to move forward under the leadership of Dr. Carl

Rheins, YIVO Executive Director since September 1999.

YIVO is proud to outline briefly a small selection of its

recent activities and accomplishments. A more detailed

description of each item can be found in the Yiddish version

on the facing page. To find out more about YIVO’s activities in

general, become a YIVO member and receive each issue of

Yedies fun YIVO / YIVO News.

American Immigrant Autobiography Project Launched—
Editors: Dr. Daniel Soyer (alum ’75, ’76, ’78) and
Dr. Jocelyn Cohen (alum ’97, ’99)

The Standardized Yiddish Orthography Published

YIVO Biweekly Academic Seminar in Yiddish

New YIVO CD: “Taybele and Her Demon” and Other
Readings Performed in Yiddish by David Rogow;
Produced by Donna Gallers (alum ’99, ’00)

YIVO’s New Educational Program in Yiddish Culture
(EPYC) for Eighth Grade Through High School

Poyln: Jewish Life in the Old Country Wins 1999
National Jewish Book Award

The above books and recordings can be purchased from The Shop

in the Center for Jewish History (917-606-8220) and at the

Workmen’s Circle Jewish Book Center (800-922-2558, ext. 285). 

YIVO ON THE MOVE

Elementary class, 1979 †bvhhcgr-ekTxw 9791/

HELP US FIND MORE OF YOU!
Alumni Database Report
There are 1208 records of alumni through summer

2000. Of those, 262 are completely missing addresses,

and of the 946 addresses we do have, many are out of

date. On the other hand, 178 new information

questionnaires (respresenting 15% of all alumni) have

been received to date. However, we want a higher

return!

Help With Our Database
How do we achieve that? We need your help. If you

have not sent us your questionnaire, please contact

Yankl Salant to obtain one. Send us names and

addresses of other alumni with whom you are still in

contact. We will do the rest. We just need the name of

the person (including current name and name used

during the zumer-program), their mailing address, 

e-mail address and phone number.

Contact Yankl Salant at YIVO Institute, 15 West 16

Street, New York, NY 10011-6301, USA; e-mail

<ysalant@yivo.cjh.org>; 212-294-6138; fax 212-292-1892.

1968(OR ZUMER-PROGRAM
YEAR ONE)

“Priceless treasures that could

immeasurably enrich the field of

Jewish social science—and by the same

token—the general domain of social

science—remain to a large degree unutilized.

For these treasures in the form of

institutional records, minutes, books,

epistolary collections, diaries, newspapers

and journals are mostly in Yiddish, an

adequate knowledge of which is uncommon

among American researchers. To remedy this

situation YIVO has planned and worked out

the program now conducted jointly by

Columbia University and YIVO.” The above,

excerpted from an article in Yedies fun

yivo/News of the YIVO issue #106, March

1968, describes the founding motivation for

the Uriel Weinreich Program in Yiddish

Language (Literature and Culture were added

to the name three years later). 

Conceived as a starting point for high

school seniors who would continue their

Yiddish education in college, the Uriel

Weinreich Program was first launched under

the directorship of Dr. Marvin Herzog and

sponsored by the Atran Foundation as an 8

week, non-credit elementary course with an

enrollment of 25. With morning classes in

Yiddish language taught by Mordkhe

Schaechter and James Matisoff and an

afternoon program including Yiddish

folksongs and excursions to Yiddish places

of interest, the first year was a success

leading organically to much growth and

evolution over the years.
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sgr hHuu† rhry zhl
h kgmyg P†r h†r v†y sgr hHuu† surfdgnTfy

zhhgr T Irhrbsheg" ṁy/ graybx v†y zhl sh

thbxyhyumhg Tṙbdgekhci †bvhhc 9991 thi thr

n†sgrbgrw PgrnTbgbygr vhho thbgo Imgbygr pTr

hHshagr dgahfyg" tuh; 51 uugxy 61yg dTx thi bhu-

h†re/ zhby xgPygncgr 9991 dhhgi nhr p†ruhx nhy

sgr Trcgy tubygr sgr †bphrgraTpy pui s"r eTrk

ṙbxw sgr gezgeuyhuu-shrgey†r/

sgr hHuu† ay†kmhry nhy sgow uu†x nhr v†ci

pTr sgr ṁy tuhpdgy†i/ †y thz Ti †Pek̇c pui

tubszgrg kgmyg sgrdrhhfi/ tuhc thr uuhky zhl

sgruuhxi Tkmshbdw uu†x nhr yugiw z†ky thr uugri T

hHuu†-nhydkhs tui cTeungi hgsi bungr hshgu, pui hHuu†/

hHuu†-Tby†k†dhg pui TngrheTbgr thnhdrTbyhag

tuhy†ch†drTphgx ≈ tubygr sgr rgsTemhg pui

muuhh dguugzgbg zungr-Pr†drTnbhegx

T sTbe T druhxgr xucxhshg pui sgr kTbshagr

pubsTmhg pTr hHshagr eukyur v†y sgr hHuu†

†bdgvuhci T Pr†hgey mumudrhhyi tui Truhxmudgci T

cTbsw tuh; gbdkhaw uu†x uugy Tṙbbgngi Ti †Pek̇c

pui sh vgfgr 022 tuhy†ch†drTphgx uu†x gr v†y

cTeungi thi 2491w b†l T e†beurx uu†x thz dguugi

pui sh grayg tubygrbgnubdgi b†fi thcgrek̇ci zhl

thi sh pTrthhbheyg ayTyi/ pui sgo Pr†hgey uugy

Truhxeungi bhay b†r sgr cTbsw uu†x gr vhhxy

Pr†uuhz†rha Izhl Tr†Pmurgsi pui vTrmi"w b†r tuhl

T e†nPhuygrhzhryg sTyi-cTzg pui sh F,ç-hsi nhy

T rgzung pui hgsgr tuhy†ch†drTphg/ surl sgo uugy

żi †i T ahgur drhbdgr pTr sh p†ragrxw zhh z†ki

egbgi cTbhmi sh ngreuugrsheg e†kgemhg dgahfyg

acgk-Pv/

sh rgsTey†ri zgbgi s"r sbhtk x†hgr )Tkun' 57'w

67'w 87'(w dgvhk;-Pr†pgx†r pui dgahfyg ċo

p†rsgo-tubhuugrxhygyw tui s"r khcg Fvi )Tkun' 79'w

99'(w uu†x thr shxgrTyTmhg thz uugdi sh

tuhy†ch†drTphgx/ zhh v†piw Tz zungr 1002 uugy sgr

yhP†xerhPy żi pTryhe/

b†r uu†x Truhx sgr thhbvhhykgfgr hHshagr
tuhxkhhd

b†l T vhPagr ṁy tui T vhPa chxk Trcgy

thz Truhx sgr thhbvhhykgfgr hHshagr tuhxkhhdw uu†x

x'bgny Tṙi sh ḃgw zgexyg tuhpkTdg pui sh

≤ebu, pui hHshai tuhxkhhdw uu†x sgr hHuu† nhy sgr

mha† )mgbyrTkg hHshag auk-†rdTbhzTmhg thi

Puhki( v†ci †bdgbungi thi 6391/ thi sgo ḃgo chfk

dhhy tuhl Tṙi Ti Trcgy pui s"r nrsfh agfygrw

Ipui p†keaPrTl mu eukyuraPrTl: Ti thcgrckhe

thcgr sgr vhxy†rhg pubgo thhbvhhykgfi hHshai

tuhxkhhd"w uuh tuhl T ehmur tuh; gbdkha pui s"r

vgrak dkgzgrw sgr nhysgeTi/ 

TeTsgnhag hHuu†-xgnhbTri tuh; hHsha

sgr hHuu† phry surl sh kgmyg P†r h†r nhy vmkjv Ti

TeTsgnhai xgnhbTr tuh; hHshaw †bdgphry pui s"r sus phanTi

)Tkun' 27'w 97'w 28'( tui s"r vgrak dkgzgr )Tkun' 18'w 28'(/ sh

muuhhuu†fheg pṙyhesheg xgnhbTri v†ci mudgmuhdi T dgzubyi guko

dgkgrbyg tui drTsuHr-xyusgbyi thi sgo pgks nTng-kaui cpry tui

nhzrj-thhr†PgHag khnusho cFkk/ s†x uu†x nhr phri sgo xgnhbTr

tuh; hHsha thz T xhni nnahl żi sh hHuu†-yrTshmhg pui rgsi hHsha

uuh Ti Teyhuug aPrTl tuh; uuhxbaTpykgfg Trcgyi tui shxeuxhgx/ 

muuhai sh kgmyg rgsbgrx żbgi dguugi Pr†p' rjnhtk Pgk. )Tkun'

77'( pui srgexgk-tubhuugrxhygyw nTre eTPkTi )Tkun' 59'w 79'( pui bhu-

h†regr tubhuugrxhygyw s"r thmhe d†ygxnTi pui p†ruugryxw rçev

nTrd†khx )Tkun' 79'( pui e†k†nchg-tubhuugrxhygyw s"r gshbv mhngy

zhbdgrw s"r vgrak dkgzgrw s"r ngbsk d†ksxnhy pui euuhbxgr eTkgsza/

r†d†uux ḃg yTangqe†nPTey-shxek

x'thz thmy mu cTeungi sh muuhhyg

pui T xgrhg yTangxqe†nPTey-

shxekgl t"b Iy˙cgkg tui vurnhzT" tui

Tbsgrg aTpubdgi pui sgr hHshagr

khygrTyurw dgkhhgby pui sus r†d†uuw

Teyh†rw p†rkhhgbgr tui T

kTbdh†rhegr nhyTrcgygr thbgo

hHuu†/ Pr†sumhry gx v†y shbv

dTkgrx )Tkun' 99'w 00'(/ sh

yTangqe†nPTeyk bgny Tṙi

aTpubdgi pui: hmje cTaguuhx zhbdgrw akuo-gkhfow eTshg

n†k†s†uuxehw Tvri mhhykhiw zkni abhturw sgr yubegkgrw jhho

drTsgw nav-khhc vTkPgri tui Pr. nhrTbxeh/ 

tuhl mu cTeungi thz sh grayg yTang r†d†uux t"b Ic†byag

auu̇d" tui Tbsgrg aTpubdgi pui sgr hHshagr khygrTyur/

ḃg kgri-Pr†drTo uugdi sgr hHshagr eukyur

sgr hHuu† v†y thmy kTbxhry sh ḃg kgri-Pr†drTo uugdi sgr

hHshagr eukyurthi thhbgo nhyi vnal-sur-e†nhygy tui sgo

bhu-h†regr rTy pTr hHshagr sgrmHubd/ surl sgo Pr†hgey uugy ngi

thcgrdgci TngrheTbgr hHshagr hudby uugdi nhzrj-thhr†PgHai hHshai

kgci thi Tkg żbg aTyhrubdgi/ sh kgri-Pr†drTo mhkguugy tuh;

nhykaukiw x˙ hHshagw x˙ nkufhag/ sh Pr†drTo phry †i s"r gshbv

mhngyw uu†x v†y dgkgrby T xl h†ri thi sgr zungr-Pr†drTo/

Puhkierhdy T Prgnhg

sgr hHuu† thz ay†k. uu†x żi tuhxdTcg Puhki: x'hHshag kgci thi

sgr Tkygr vhhow Ti Tkc†o p†y†drTphgx pubgo cTeTbyi aṙcgr

tui p†y†drT; Tkygr eTmhzbgw v†y dguuUbgi sh Prgnhg pTri cgxyi

uugre uugdi hHshagr aPrTl tui eukyur pui 9991 pubgo hHshai

chfgrrTy/ rgsTeyhry sgo cTbs v†y nTrge uugcw vuhPy-

TrfhuuTr ċo hHuu† ̀sgr cTbs thz Truhx cau≤pu, nhyi pTrkTd

Ingyr†P†khygi cuex"/

nhy cTaygkubdgi ygkgp†bhry thi sgr er†o pubgo mgbygr pTr

hHshagr dgahfyg )0228Ω606Ω719( †sgr sgo chfgr-mgbygr ċo

Trcgygr-rhbd )0086Ω988Ω212w khbhg 582(/

(EPYC)

(EPYC)

YIVO Institute for Jewish Research presents

“Taybele and Her Demon”
And Other Selections From 
Yiddish Literature
Read in Yiddish by David Rogow
Volume II

sgr hHshagruuhxbaTpykgfgr thbxyhyuy≈hHuu†Prgzgbyhry

Iyċgkg tui vurnhzT" 
tui TbsgrgaTpubdgipuisgr

hHshagrkhygrTyur
dgkhhgby puisus r†d†uu

muuhhyg e†kgemhg

s



Scholarship Funds and Recent Contributors
Dr. Zellig Bach Scholarship Fund

Rev. Samuel A. Baker Memorial Scholarship

Scholarship in Honor of Joel and Lillian Cohen

Leah (Manya) Eisenberg Scholarship Fund

Aaron and Sonia Fishman Foundation for Yiddish Culture 

Forward Association

Fruchtbaum Foundation

Abe Goldberg Yiddish Language Scholarship Fund

Ester Kodor Koyn-Priz Far Yidish-Lerers

Jaime Constantiner

Frances Litwer Krasnow Memorial Scholarship

Nita Binder Kurnick Scholarship

Shmuel Lapin Memorial Scholarship

Leib Lensky Scholarship Fund in Memory of Sara and Meir Kshiensky

The Max and Anna Levinson Foundation

Sara Norich Memorial Scholarship

Golda Masha Plotkin Scholarship

Bessy L. Pupko Scholarship Fund in Memory of Zelig, Abraham and

Joseph (Osia) Pupko and Paula Pupko Olkenitzkaya

Stuart Schear (alum ’75, ’76, ’78)

The Ruth & Misha Schneider Memorial Fund

Sholem Aleichem Shul 21 Cultural Center

Louis Williams Scholarship Fund

Norman and Rosita Winston Scholarship Fund 

Harry and Celia Zuckerman Scholarship

h zungr-Pr†drTo

gexhxyhry auhi 33 h†r/ zh

Tbyuuheky zhl tui uuTexy

hgsgx h†r tui thz sh cgxyg

Pr†drTo tuh; sgr uugky pTr

sh uu†x uuhki tuh; Ti

thbygbxhuui tupi zhl kgrbgi

tui pTryhpi thi sgr hHshagr

aPrTl tui eukyur/ sgr hHuu†

uu†ky bhay dgegby †bphri

TzT vmkjvsheg Pr†drTo †i

sgr ayh. pui ngbyai uu†x

v†ci zhl thcgrdgdgci thr

nhxhgw uu†x v†ci cTak†xi

mu zgiw Tz zh z†k nnahl żi

hgsgx h†r T sTbe zhhgr

phbTbmhgkgr ayh./  

bTyhrkgl uuhki nhr

†Pdgci Fçus sh hjhsho tui

pubsTmhgx uu†x v†ci dgdgci

tui dhci b†l TzT ayh./ †y

żbgi tuhxdgrgfby Tkg

xyhPgbshg-p†bsi tui

Tbunkyheg ayhmgrxw uu†x

†i zhh uu†kyi zhl x'ruç

xyusgbyi bhay dgegby

pTrdhbgi sgo åfr-khnus/

A song performed at the 1976 siyem-hazman.
ng zhbdy T khs tuhpi xhuo-vzni 6791/
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Look for ZUMER IN NYU-YORK on the web soon! 
Find additional articles there, along with lists of students 

for whom we need contact information. 
Go to the URL, www.yivoinstitute.org , follow the link for 
“Courses,” then the link for “Uriel Weinreich Program.”

FRIENDS OF THE ZUMER-PROGRAM

The zumer-program has

been in existence for 33

years. It has been developing

and growing each year and is

the best program in the

world for those seeking to

immerse themselves in

Yiddish language and culture

for an intensive period. 

YIVO would not be able

to run such a successful

program without the

support of people who have

dedicated themselves to its

mission and have decided

that it should continue each

year with needed financial

assistance.

Naturally we would like

to honor those individuals

and foundations who have

given and still give that kind

of support. Here is a list of

endowments, scholarship

funds and recent supporters,

without which our students

would not be able to attend

the program.

pṙbs pui sgr zungr-Pr†drTo

s

xyhPgbshg-p†bsi tui Tbunkyheg ayhmgrx

xyhPgbshg-p†bs t"b ktv )nTbhg( t˙zbcgrd

xyhPgbshg thi †bsgbe pui rguu' anutk t/ cgegr

xyhPgbshg-p†bs t"b s"r zgkhd c"e

xyhPgbshg-p†bs pTr hHshagr aPrTl t"b Tçrvo d†kscgrd

xyhPgbshg-p†bs t"b kuHx uuhkhTnx

xyhPgbshg-p†bs t"b b†rnTi tui r†zhyT uuhbxy†i

xyhPgbshg t"b hutk tui khkhgi Fvi

xyhPgbshg thi †bsgbe pui anutk kTPhi

sh nTex tui TbT kguuhbx†i-pubsTmhg

xyhPgbshg thi †bsgbe pui årv b†rhl

c,hv k/ PuPe†-xyhPgbshg-p†bs thi †bsgbe pui zgkhdw Tçrvo tui

hux; )†xhT( PuPe† tui P†kT PuPe† †kegbhmeThT

xyhPgbshg t"b d†ksg nTag Pk†yehi

p†ruugryx-Tx†xhTmhg

Tvri tui x†bhg phanTi-pubsTmhg pTr hHshagr eukyur

prufycuho-pubsTmhg

xyhPgbshg t"b vTrh tui mgkhg muegrnTi

tx≤r e†s†r Fvi-Prhz pTr hHsha-kgrgrx

jhho e†bxyTbyhbgr

xyhPgbshg t"b bhyT chbsgr eurbhe

xyhPgbshg thi †bsgbe pui prTbxhx khyuugr erTxb†uu

khhc kgbxeh-xyhPgbshg thi †bsgbe pui årv tui nthr eagbxeh

aknv agr )Tkun' 57'w 67'w 87'( 

akuo-gkhfo-auk 12-eukyur-mgbygr

For information about Planned Gifts to YIVO, contact
Ella Levine, Director of Development: 212-294-6128.

REMEMBER YIVO IN YOUR WILL
aṙcy hHuu† Tṙi thi t˙gr muu†v
Fsh tuhxmudgphbgi uugdi PkTbhryg n≤bu, sgo hHuu†w pTrchbsy

zhl nhy gkT kguuhiw Tbyuuhekubd-shrgey†r: 8216Ω492Ω212/


