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YIDDISH TEACHER
IN BIRO-BIDZHAN

From Helena Belyaeva’s (alum
’96) letter, June 30, 2000

or the past six years | have

worked as a Yiddish teacher

in the Department of
Foreign Languages at the Biro-
Bidzhan Pedagogical Institute. We
have about 30 students, and
although most are not Jewish they
have an interest in and respect for
the Yiddish culture and language
that once existed in Biro-Bidzhan.
The students take courses in
conversation, the history of
Yiddish literature, and pedagogical
methods. To prepare lectures | use
materials | received in the zumer-
program. All of my teachers helped
open the doors to the world of
Yiddish culture. | also work for the
Jewish community organization
“Freyd,” teaching Yiddish and
helping members of the
community explore their Jewish
roots. | hope that all my activities
will help maintain Yiddish as a
living language.
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WELCOME ALUMNI! 'DOMNAND U

by Yonkl Salant (alum ’85), ,('85 MHR) VIROND HSpanr 11D
Director of Yiddish Language Programs TVNARNRIDTINIAV-WITY 11 INVPYVT
am proud to inaugurate Zumer in nyu-york: YOPIINONI YIVIYNYY NI IN TR 2PN \ONLVY O
Yiddish Summer Times, the first alumni OOPYINID YIYIT PYN JOIINA YT PRI PR YR
publication of the Uriel Weinreich Program in ,DIVIYD T A IWINPIVHINI ING PLYNI WOYIY
Yiddish Language, Literature and Culture. Past TNPIIDITNN PYN PPINTOYN T PR YOPIINONI YIVIYINY)
participants of the program, including students, JOYLNIPOPN™ IN DYN IYYITY PR ONDNID
faculty and staff, will now have a network through | .v»7» 18 mo»w & V”® 2 PN MONIWLY TRV
which to communicate and connect. | hope it may VIYON TN VPOV ONYNN V'R MONP
also help reacquaint “lost alumni” with the NI DIN PN DYY) VIVTINY) TRNVN
vibrant intellectual life of YIVO. 2N YN ,DIWNYITHMVIN
Readers can expect to see in this and coming IWT PINT JPININGD N ,DYTINOR VIIYIVIIVIN
issues profiles of alumni and reports on their TINAYIY YIND PN PN YIYTIN PN DIWIYD
projects, remarks by faculty, and announcements IWYOTY ING WINTND PYN ,DIWOLYIINDIN
of Yiddish-related publications and happenings at LN DN, MONP ! VI PH N AN VN
YIVO. Send us your news. We would love to hear LPYNRIY OYT VLYY 1IN T WIOYN TNT
from you. AYOOYITINTIN YT VN TN JTPIIND PN JPPINNP
Heartfelt thanks are due to the Aaron and DN VRN WPIIAOYT WT PR ST YT TIN VYN YO IN N
Sonia Fishman Foundation for Yiddish Culture, POLYT DYT ONIIN 132 PN Dyay Tt )AND DN
which provided the funds for this publication. VINITIONT N PN PH PYOY 20 KON OYWITINIIING
Simultaneously with the production of the NI VIYDIPNT DY INNDINIPN VI JPTOTIINY DYIN WDIPINPINN
newsletter, we are compiling a database of the DIN N PN ODNDYIF T JAYITNNY PIOPYIYOIN
information received over the last year from PP IYMIPRI LY LRI PN YPYTYMIP PN N DYT PN
alumni questionnaires. If you did not receive one, DYIXPIIVOIN T VYT PIIYIT T JVIYT TOT IYIYP 1IYNHN
see the box on page 6. 6 YN DVVT PIN DLOYP DYPN 1?03 IN YT )DNIN DIWIYID

Zumer-program faculty, 1970: from right, Mordkhe Schaechter,
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MODICUT PUPPET THEATRE:
MODERNISM, SATIRE, AND YIDDISH CULTURE

By Edward Portnoy (alum ’93), Ph.D. condidate in Modern Jewish Studies, JTSA

he Modicut Yiddish
Tpuppet theater was

created by artists Zuni
Maud and Yosl Cutler, both of
whom were connected with the
literary group, Di Yunge, whose
books and journals they
illustrated. Maud and Cutler met
in the early twenties in the
offices of the Yiddish satire
journal, Der groyser kundes,
where they were working as
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A program cover for the Modicut
puppet theatre (1925-1926).
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(1926-1925) LRPITXNA WURYD

cartoonists. In 1925 they were
hired by Maurice Schwartz to
create the scenery for his Art
Theater’s production of
Goldfaden’s Di Kishef-makherin.
Schwartz requested that the two
artists create puppets for a
particular scene, though
eliminated it prior to the
premiere. Maud and Cutler
brought their rejected puppets
back to their studio and remade
them into two Jewish
characters. This was the genesis
of their first puppet play, Der
magid, a religious satire. In a
short time, they wrote a number
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of plays, including a modern
variation of a purim-shpil, a
parody of An-ski’s Der dibek and
others. In addition, they
performed works written for
their theater by Moyshe Nadir
and Avrom Reisen as well as
adaptations of works by Sholem
Aleichem.

Their first theater, on 12th
Street near Second Avenue in
New York, was initially housed
in an old children’s clothing
factory in which cutting tables
and some machinery were left
about for effect. Popular with
intellectuals and general
audiences alike, their nine shows
per week received critical
acclaim in the Yiddish press as a
unique experience in Jewish
theater. It was clear that they
were aware of the initial novelty
of their act and they offered
their audiences post-
performance lectures on the
history of puppet theater by
such critics as Dr. Aleksander
Mukdoyni and historian Yankev
Shatzky.

The performances were at
first mostly folkloric, anti-clerical
comedies but grew to become
more politically oriented, while
retaining a folksy and satiric
edge. The puppets were
grotesques and their sets tended
toward the surreal. The anti-boss,
anti-landlord themes of their
shows appealed to thousands of
disaffected workers on New
York’s Lower East Side and in
Jewish working communities
throughout the U.S.

After achieving significant
fame in the U.S., Modicut toured
Europe during the winter of
1929-30, performing shows in
Western and Eastern Europe,
where they were well received
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critically and by audiences. Not
surprisingly, they were
enormously successful in Poland
and received much critical praise
from Yiddish intellectuals and

i o | | b SRR
From right: Zuni Maud, Bessie Maud and Yosl Cutler
on tour of the USSR in 1932.
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literary figures such as Nakhmen

Maisel and Meylekh Ravitch for =

the 200 sold-out shows they

performed in Warsaw. The &b

following year, they toured the

Soviet Union and achieved

similar success with Soviet

audiences and critics. e

Maud and Cutler R s
disbanded their partnershipand g
their theater in mid-1933. Cutler  Akhashveyresh

from Modicut’s
purim-shpil,
Akhashveyresh.
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was killed tragically in an auto
accident in 1935. Reports in the
Morgn-frayhayt estimated a
crowd of 15,000 at his funeral.
Maud continued creating and
performing Modicut on his own,
but never achieved the
popularity that he arrived at
with Cutler.

Yiddish on the Web ”aymn,, 191K W19

Visit the YIVO Website: 5vmiayn-xn» px vm
www.yivoinstitute.org
At the following website, you will find links to
many other sites with Yiddish content:
WIIYI WH WP SOVIIYN JPITIVOLN DYPN
ADNOYITWTY YIYTIN TO X VD WINTIAING
www.yiddishvoice.org
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Dr. Mordkhe
Schaechter
taught in the
zumer-program
almost without a
break from
1968 through
2000. In
summer 2001
he is on a well-
deserved
sabbatical. Here
he is in his
classroom in
1979.
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I HAVE HAD
THE PRIVILEGE

by Mordkhe Schaechter

have had the privilege of being an instructor in

the Uriel Weinreich Program since its inception

— in fact the only one to teach all these years
almost without interruption. Max Weinreich
recruited me for the program while it was still in its
planning stages. Naming the program after his
brilliant son who had died before his time seemed
to be the most beautiful way to immortalize him.

I recall a scene from the first siyem-hazman
(graduation ceremony). When one of the seven
1968 graduates, Timothy Hendel, a visually
impaired man who found out about
mame-loshn by listening to the
Yiddish transmissions of Radio
Bucharest, read his siyem speech
from Braille notes, Max Weinreich’s
— eyes filled with tears.

My experiences in the program
have almost all been extremely
positive: good, enthusiastic
students; a warm atmosphere; a feeling that we are
not wasting time, but rather reaching for the very
highest level.

The Uriel Weinreich Program is not only
chronologically the first Yiddish summer program,
but also the most thorough and prestigious. And in
the coming years we expect it to continue to grow.
Here mame-loshn is taught as a spoken, living
language, not as a mere research tool. Among the
many accomplishments of the Uriel Weinreich
Program, this is perhaps the most significant of all.
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Yuri Vedeniapin (alum, ’o0)
Born in 1980, | barely knew

anything about Yiddish until
I was twelve years old and a
friend of my parents came and
sang “Tum Balalayka”. This made
a great impression on me.

In 1999 | went to a Yiddish
seminar in Kiev. Abraham
Karpinowicz, a Yiddish writer
and one of the teachers there,
told me about his native Vilna,
about the fate of the Yiddish
language and literature, about
his father’s theater, about Vilna
actors, thieves and prostitutes.
| felt that after having searched
for so long, | found something
important and real.

YIVO's Uriel Weinreich
Summer Program at Columbia in
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JOYONPOPN YIVT VI N TYNH

which | participated in the year
2000 was an incredible
experience for me. My Yiddish
started breathing, it became full
of life, of my own experiences. It
was the only language that my
roommates and | used
throughout the whole six weeks.
The summer was for me a kind
of a Yiddish-speaking home,
something | had never had in
Russia.

In the meantime | am going
to continue studying the Yiddish
language and literature. The
Moscow Student Yiddish Center,
which I co-organized with Motl
Farber in 1999, will also be
continuing its weekly activities
this year.

Refresh Your Yiddish!
TN WNNR BX bwnMb
URIEL WEINREICH PROGRAM 2001

June 25 - August 3. Contact Yankl Salant for information on
how to register: tel 212-294-6138  fax 212-292-1892
ysalant@yivo.cjh.org

Siyem-hazman, 1977.
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1968 (OR ZUMER-PROGRAM
YEAR ONE)

uP riceless treasures that could
immeasurably enrich the field of
Jewish social science—and by the same
token—the general domain of social
science—remain to a large degree unutilized.
For these treasures in the form of
institutional records, minutes, books,
epistolary collections, diaries, newspapers
and journals are mostly in Yiddish, an
adequate knowledge of which is uncommon
among American researchers. To remedy this
situation YIVO has planned and worked out
the program now conducted jointly by
Columbia University and YIVO.” The above,
excerpted from an article in Yedies fun
yivo/News of the YIVO issue #106, March
1968, describes the founding motivation for
the Uriel Weinreich Program in Yiddish
Language (Literature and Culture were added
to the name three years later).

Conceived as a starting point for high
school seniors who would continue their
Yiddish education in college, the Uriel
Weinreich Program was first launched under
the directorship of Dr. Marvin Herzog and
sponsored by the Atran Foundation as an 8
week, non-credit elementary course with an
enrollment of 25. With morning classes in
Yiddish language taught by Mordkhe
Schaechter and James Matisoff and an
afternoon program including Yiddish
folksongs and excursions to Yiddish places
of interest, the first year was a success
leading organically to much growth and
evolution over the years.

N .L _ﬁ;.. i

YIVO ON THE MOVE

he last several years have been a “moving” experience at
TYIVO. First, a literal move in January 1999 has brought

us to our modern, permanent site in the Center for
Jewish History on West 16th Street in New York City. We
continue to move forward under the leadership of Dr. Carl
Rheins, YIVO Executive Director since September 1999,

YIVO is proud to outline briefly a small selection of its
recent activities and accomplishments. A more detailed
description of each item can be found in the Yiddish version
on the facing page. To find out more about YIVO's activities in
general, become a YIVO member and receive each issue of
Yedies fun YIVO / YIVO News.

American Immigront Autobiography Project Launched-
Editors: Dr. Daniel Soyer (alum ’75, ’76, ’78) and
Dr. Jocelyn Cohen (alum ’97, ’99)

The Standardized Yiddish Orthography Published
YIVO Biweekly Academic Seminor in Yiddish

New YIVO CD: “Toybele and Her Demon” and Other
Readings Performed in Yiddish by David Rogow;
Produced by Donna Gallers (alum ’99, ’00)

YIVO’s New Educational Program in Yiddish Culture
(EPYC) for Eighth Grade Through High School

Poyln: Jewish Life in the 0ld Country Wins 1999
Notional Jewish Book Award

The above books and recordings can be purchased from The Shop
in the Center for Jewish History (917-606-8220) and at the
Workmen’s Circle Jewish Book Center (800-922-2558, ext. 285).

HELP US FIND MORE OF YOU!

Alumni Dotobase Report

There are 1208 records of alumni through summer
2000. Of those, 262 are completely missing addresses,
and of the 946 addresses we do have, many are out of
date. On the other hand, 178 new information
questionnaires (respresenting 15% of all alumni) have
been received to date. However, we want a higher
return!

Help With Our Database
How do we achieve that? We need your help. If you
have not sent us your questionnaire, please contact
Yankl Salant to obtain one. Send us names and
addresses of other alumni with whom you are still in
contact. We will do the rest. We just need the name of
the person (including current name and name used
during the zumer-program), their mailing address,
e-mail address and phone number.

Contact Yankl Salant at YIVO Institute, 15 West 16
Street, New York, NY 10011-6301, USA; e-mail
<ysalant@yivo.cjh.org>; 212-294-6138; fax 212-292-1892.

.1979 ,OK9p=WAMTIR

Elementary class, 1979
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FRIENDS OF THE ZUMER-PROGRAM  DNTANID-TYRIT 9y b T11Mb

he zumer-program has

been in existence for 33
years. It has been developing
and growing each year and is
the best program in the
world for those seeking to
immerse themselves in
Yiddish language and culture
for an intensive period.

YIVO would not be able
to run such a successful
program without the
support of people who have
dedicated themselves to its

mission and have decided
that it should continue each
year with needed financial
assistance.

Naturally we would like
to honor those individuals
and foundations who have
given and still give that kind
of support. Here is a list of
endowments, scholarship
funds and recent supporters,
without which our students
would not be able to attend
the program.
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Scholarship Funds and Recent Contributors

Dr. Zellig Bach Scholarship Fund

Rev. Samuel A. Baker Memorial Scholarship

Scholarship in Honor of Joel and Lillian Cohen

Leah (Manya) Eisenberg Scholarship Fund

Aaron and Sonia Fishman Foundation for Yiddish Culture

Forward Association

Fruchtbaum Foundation

Abe Goldberg Yiddish Language Scholarship Fund

Ester Kodor Koyn-Priz Far Yidish-Lerers

Jaime Constantiner

Frances Litwer Krasnow Memorial Scholarship

Nita Binder Kurnick Scholarship

Shmuel Lapin Memorial Scholarship

Leib Lensky Scholarship Fund in Memory of Sara and Meir Kshiensky

The Max and Anna Levinson Foundation

Sara Norich Memorial Scholarship

Golda Masha Plotkin Scholarship

Bessy L. Pupko Scholarship Fund in Memaory of Zelig, Abraham and
Joseph (Osia) Pupko and Paula Pupko Olkenitzkaya

Stuart Schear (alum '75, '76, '78)

The Ruth & Misha Schneider Memorial Fund

Sholem Aleichem Shul 21 Cultural Center

Louis Williams Scholarship Fund

Norman and Rosita Winston Scholarship Fund

Harry and Celia Zuckerman Scholarship

For informoation about Planned Gifts to YIVO, contact
Ella Levine, Director of Development: 212-294-6128.

REMEMBER YIVO IN YOUR WILL
ANNY WNNK PR IR KN pavw

VTIING NN DPT NNIRN PVIRDD 13V JYPIVIINDNIN 11D
.212-294-6128 :INVPYIT-ANIPIMNMVIR ,PNYY RYY VIR Pt

Look for ZUMER IN NYU-YORK on the web soon!
Find additional articles there, along with lists of students
for whom we need contact information.

Go to the URL, www.yivoinstitute.org, follow the link for
“Courses,” then the link for “Uriel Weinreich Program.”

> IR
A song performed at the 1976 siyem-hazman.
L1976 JAITTTO1D JANK T K VAT YN
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